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Doemecraiic County Meeting.

- It seems now to be agreed upon that a Democratic
State Convontion will be held sometime in May, if
not sooner, for the purpose of nominating a candi-
date for Governor. Of course, New Hanover county
will be represented In that Convention; and as it
has been the usage to appoint delegates at March
Court, we take this opportunity to announce that, on
Tuesday eveniug of Court week ( the 12th of March,)
there will be a meeting of the Democratic party of
New Hanover county held at the Court-House in this
town. We make this announcement at the sugges-
£ tion of all the friends with whom we have conversed
i " upon the subject, and we have no doubt but it will
meet with the concurrence of all our friends through-
out the county, who, we hope, will see that every
portion is represented. Lot us have a full meeting
to hegin with,

£&~We would suggest to our Democratie friends
in other Counties the propriety of holding meetings,
at the carliest opportunity, and appointing delegates
% to the Statc Convention, which, for various reasons,
., it is highly desirable should be full.
' A Demoeraile State Convention.
Qur friends of the Carolinian and Standard have
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@l been agitating the question of holding a State Con-
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vention of the Demoeratic party, for the purpose of
nominating a candidate for Governor. The fixing
upon time and place seems to be the only difficulty,
as we believe it is conceded on all hands that a Con-
vention should be and will be held. By the way, we
notice that a good many of the upper couuties have

i

egates, but not named any time or place. As regards
the place, we presume it will be held in Raleigh, and
we have no objection ;—as regards the time, we go
for the very latest day that can benamed. We think,
for several reasons, that a late day should be fixed
upon, especially as the canvass will be long enough,
and too long, if the candidate is expected to travel
through the State,

! If the nomination of the place were left to us, we
‘ would unhesitatingly say Wilmington, as being in
many respects the most accessible, besides being the
largest end most flourishing town in the State. The
people of the centre and west know very little of the
W cast, and especially of Wilmington. They have been
E] in Raleigh, and they know it; but let them get down
W here and it will dissipate much of the prejudice which
8 cxists between the different portions of the State.—
North Carolinians of the East and of the West do
not know cach other. They should become acquaint-
ed. A large number of Railroad and other Conven-
tions have been held at Greensboro’ and other points

Woest. Lot us now have a few State gatherings here
in the East.

PusLic DocumeNts.—We are indebtod to Messrs.
Asue and Crivexay, of the House of Representatives,
for valuable public documents.

Tne ConNceErT.—In another column will be found
_ the bill of the Houxstock FamiLy. We have no

¥ doubt, from the notices in the Northern papers, that
their performance will be found well worthy the at-
tention of all the lovers of music in our town.
l The Clrcus. L
' All who love to laugh, and who does not ? will re-
joice to learn that Stoxe & McCoLLua's Circus, with
the inimitable Dax Rick in company, will be in town
next week. We have witnessed Dan's performances
of old, and having become a life-member of the sober-
sided fraternity whe never laugh, we eannot afford
3! to go, as we would inevitably break our pledge. We
would advise everybody, who has any conscientious
scruples against mirth, to stay at home, but all who
helieve in the old maxim, *laugh and grow fat”
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Literary Notlices.

To begin with, we must acknowlidge the receipt
of Mesers. Leoxarp Scorr & Co.’s reprint of Brack-
i woop for January. This glorious old magazine seems
& toimprove with age, and the only fault we can _ﬁnf.‘.
4 with it arises from its surpassing interest, which al-
€4 ways compels us to read it through without stopping.
4l The leading political paper is a very able article,
' headed “ The Year of Reaction.” * My Peninsular
Medal,” and ¢ The Green Hand,” are continued.—
@l The number also contains several other fine articles.

Tae Scuoorrerrow, or Magazine for Boys and
Girls, is the name of a very pretty and interesting
Juvenile periodical, the first number of the second
volume of which we have received from the publish-
ers, Ricaros & Warker, Charleston, S. C. The
price of the Schoolfellow is §1 per annum, in ad-
vance. Itis very handsomely “got up.” Mesers.
R. & W. aro also the publishers of the Southern Lit-
erary Gazetie, a handsome family paper, at $2, in
adrance,

We have received from Messrs. Hexry Loxe & Co.,
of New York, two numbers of their “Library of Se-
lect Novels ;" “The Matchmaker,” and * The Three
Golden Balls, or the Diary of a Pawnbroker.” The
” first we have glanced over. We forget the name of

the writer, who is evidently a lady, as no individual
# of the un-gentler sex could or would display so inti-
i mate an acquaintance with the arcana of the female
F toilet. The plot is old and worn out—that of an
i ~ aged gentleman of wealth, very much toadied to by
i the world, who suspccts and determines to try his
# friends by pretending to be ruined. His summer
4§ friends leave him—the affianced bride of his only son
3 marries another, and there is a bobbery in a general
I way, which winds up by the son falling in love with
the right girl, the old man explaining the mystery—
the usual finale of a wedding, followed by half a do-
sen more, and—further than this, novels £o not.

The *Matelmaker” is an average novel of its
class, and will while away an hour reasonably well,
indeed one character, that of Ellen Lindsay, is very
beautiful, and the episode of old Grizzie Douglas is
strikingly affecting. We suppose Mr. Pierce has
8 thesc publications at the Bookstore.

Cheering.

~— 3 ' By a referonce to the Congressional proceedings of

Monday last, it will be seen that the firebrand reso-
lutions introduced into the House by Root and Gid-
dings, were promptly voted down by handsome ma-
Jjorities—Root’s by 26, and Giddings’ by 15. Tt is
plain that all parties are tired of such humbngs. In
the expressive but coarse language of a correspon-
dent of a Northern paper, the proviso is a *‘ dead
- cock in the pit”"—it will fight no more battles. The
bubble lias burst, and those whokept itinflated are fast
. losing their consequence. Much of this is owing to
. the position assumed by the South, which has set
M the Northern people to thinking. Something of itis
| owing to the disgust which the conduct of the Free
, Soilers, in preventiug an organization, created among
all parties.
AvroerarH LETTER.~An Autograph Letter of Gen.
& Jacksox, communiecated to the Choektaws of Missis-
sippi, through Maj. Hurey, of Madison, and by him
it presented to that State, was reeeived recently, and
| ordered to be placed in the Library of the Senate.
*  Lovisiaxa.—The message of Gov. Jouxsox, of Lou-
| isiana, sent in to the Legislature of that State ou the
) 21st ultimo, recommends and urges the appointment
| of delegates fo the Nashville Convention. Gov.
Jounsos adheres to the ground of entire non-inter-
¢ vention by Congress in the matter of «lavery.
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ate by way of compromise of the slavery question.
From the debate, we should judge that they dic. not
meet the views of even one man from the South, Mr.
Cray excepted, and if they pass at all, they cannot
be regarded as a compromise, for they will owe their
passage exclusively to Northern votes. They will not
pass, not at least, in their present form, nor without
a total remodelling. They substantially concede
everything to the North; and, indeed, so evident is
this, that we have not found one paper of either par-
ty at the South, which has ventured to approve of
them. Perhaps something may grow out of them
which will be beneficial to the Union ; but we have
no such expectation. Still, although we have no
hope from this quarter, we by no means despair of a
just and amicable settlement of the slavery question
at the present session. A re-action has unquestion-
ably taken place at the North. Pennsylvania has
sct the example, by the refusal of her Legislature to
re-enact the anti-slavery resolution of the last Legis-
lature. The correspondent of the Boston Post, wri-
ting from Washington City, under date of the 26th
ult., says:

I am also enabled to inform you that news has
reached here from several western States of the wil-
lingness of the people to drop the proviso, as produ-
cing dangerous and unnecessary agitation for no ra-
tional end. Senators and members from the west
thus feel relieved, and begin to act independently on
the subject. The result 13, beyond the possibility of a
doubt, a decided and unequivocal defeat of the Wil-
mit Proviso in the Senate, and the probability of its

defeat in the House of Representatives.
Mr. Buchanan, of Pa., whoarrived here on Thurs-
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to re-en-
act the Wilmot Proviso, which is practically equal

to rescinding it. Some of the Pennsylvania members

were at any rate opposed to the Proviso, and would
have oted and spoken against it, whatever might
have been the action of their legislature.

We also discover indications of such a state of feel-
ing in several of our western democratic exchanges.
in a late number of the Marshall, T11., Demoerat, we
find a very sensible article on this subject, in which
the issue is plainly presented—Wilmot Proviso and
disunion, or non-intervention and Union, and the
Demoerat goes boldly for non-intervention. The
impression is gaining ground at the North, that the
South is in carnest, and this impression is producing

its effect in inclining the people of the North to re-
spect her rights.

Marderous Attempt.
An esteemed correspondent in Sampson county has
sent us the abpnexed statement of a most cutrageous
affair, which took place in that county on the night
of the 30th ultimo. We join with him in hoping that
the blood-thirsty villain may be hreught to condign
punishment :
Serine Vare P. O, Sampson countg, N.C, 1
4th February, 1850.

Messrs. Fuvrton & Price—Gentlemen : It gives
me great pain to have to communicate to you the de-
tails of a most fiendish and brutal attempt to commit
murder, which was made, on the night of the 30th
ultimo, upon the body of Mr. ArcHiBaLp BeLL, a
citizen of Sampson county, residing near the Duplin
line, and just above this place.

Upon the night in question, Mr. Berr, who was
severely attacked with headache, had lain down on
a beneh before the fire, all his family, with tbs ex-
ception of one daughter, having left the house, when,
about 9 o'clock, some person who had got secretly up
to the house, put a gun through a crack of the door,
within five feet of Mr. Berr's head, and fired, the
buckshot entering the head above the left eye, shoot-
ing that and the whole face completely away. The

load passed on into his arm, tearing that into atoms.
In this shooking swd we——fat wwsaravs; (WCC UOLZ

no physicians near;) he l2y bleeding tintil morning,
when those good and kind Samaritans, Drs. Saaw
and Hicks, arrived to his assistance. One of his eyes
was eptirely shot out, and fell upon the floor. It
would be impossible to conceive a scene more heart-
rending than the carnage of poor BELL presents. A
battle field could show nothing more revolting to the
feelings. It is useless to comment upon this diaboli-
cal act, which is rendered doubly atrocious from the
fact that Mr. BeLL is a poor man, with a family of
eleven children, who are now left without any visible
means of support. Although poor and in feeble
health, Mr. BeLL bas always sustained the reputa-
tion of a strictly honest and honorable man, and was
never known to do a dishonest act, or to beg from
any one. No motive can he found for the com:mittal
of this erime, nor have any ccrtain traces of the per-
petrator as yet been discovered, but it is hoped that
the guilty party or parties will soon be found out,
and the person who pulled the trigger, or who con-
trived to have poor BeLL butchered, be brought to
condign punishment. At this writing, BeLL is not
dead, but there can be no possible hope of his recov-
ery. E.D. V.

Texrrible Explosion and Loss of Life—One Hundred

People Buried in the Rulns.

We learn that on last Monday morning the large
steam-boiler in the extensive machine establishment
of Mr. TavLor, located in Hague street, New York,
blew up, with a most tremendous explosion, entirely
destroying the building, and burying those who were
in it in the ruins. The number of killed and wound-
ed is estimated at over a hundred, perhaps as many
as one hundred and thirty. The number of hands
employed by Mr. Tayror was about seventy, nearly
all of whom were in the building. Messrs. St. Jony,
Burr & Co., who occupied a part of the same build-
ing, as a hat manufactory, employed about an equal
number of hands, (men and boys,) who were mostly
there at the time of the explosion. There was also
a book bindery in the same building, in which a
large number of young ladies, girls, and boys, were
employed. Owing to the intense cold, very few of
the females had come ; some, however, had arrived,
and, it is believed, were buried under the rains. The
building was set on fire by the explosion, and streams
of water had to be poured on it to extinguish the
flames, by which it is feared that many persons in
the ruins have been drowned. All day on Monday
an eager crowd gathered around the ruins, endeavor-
ing to extricate the dead and wounded. Some twenty-
five had been got out, but so mutilated as hardly to
be recognized. Shricks and groans were still heard
from amid the smouldering building.

The explosion is supposed to have occurred from
the water having frozen in the pipes. The fireman
kindled the fires somewhat earlier than usual, and
the catastrophe occurred soon after the steam com-
menced generating. As soon as the boiler exploded,
the entire building was raised some six or eight feet
from its foundation, and tumbled down, crushing
nearly every one it. The loss of property is estima-
ted at about $85,000, mostly covered by insurance.

Steampoats.—There was fifty-one Steamboats
built and registered at Pittsburg, Pa., during the
year 1849, the aggregate tonnage of which was 7,286
tons, and costing from $40,000 down to $5,000 each.

Esicrarion.—There has been a daily average of
673 emigrants arriving at the port of N. York since
the commencement of the present year, or at the rate
of a quarter of a million per annum.

Bay~The colored population of Philadelphia is es-
timated at 42.000, the most of whom are in & de-
praved condition. ' ‘

gﬁd' rtwill be found Mr. Caay's |
resolutions, whi¢h he offered last week in the Sen-

. to be made by law, according to the requirements of

The first business of any public importanee, of, at
least, of any interest to our readers, was the intro-
duction, by Mr. Clay, of his proposed compromise of
the slavery question. Which is contained in eight
resolutions, as follows :
It being desirable for concord, and harmo-
ny of the Union of these States, to settle and adjust
amicably all existing questions of controversy be-
tween them uisiailwt of the institutions of slavery,
upon a fair, equitable, and just basis : Therefore,
1st. Resolved, Th}:t Cali ﬁmia, with bl;ni‘tgb!e I:iun-
daries, ought u er application to mitted as
one of tﬁgStatel:o:f the l})ngon. without the imposition
by Congress of any restriction in respect to the ex-
clusion or introduction of slavery within those boun-
daries.
2d. Resolved, That as slavery does not exist by
law, and is not likely to be introduced into any of
the territories acquired by the U. States from the
Republic of Mexico : it is inexpedient for Congresito
provide by law either for its introduction into or ex-
clusion from any part of the said territory : and that
a riate Territorial Governments ought to be es-
tablished by Congress in all of the said territory, not
assigned as the houndaries of the proposed State of
California, without the adoption of any restriction or
condition on the subject of slavery.

3d. Resolved, That the western boundary of the
State of Texas ought to be fixed on the Rio del Norte,
commencing one marine league from its mouth, and
running up that river to the Southern line of New
Mexico; thence with that line eastwardly, and so
continuing in the same direction to the line as estab-
lished between the U. S. and Spain, excluding any
portion of New Mexico, whether lying on the east or
west of that river.

4th. Resolved, That it be proposed to the State of
Texas that the United States ..;ﬂl}, provide f(:; thg

riion tha stisante an

Wmf ﬁt‘;ﬂ%: sjéﬁ?f\tﬁat State contl;t?t;ted prior to
itl: a&mexation ;o the United States, and for which
the duties on foreign imports were pledged by the
said State to its cré‘;itomp‘;ot exceeding %ﬁe sgm of
$—— in consideration of the #3id duties so pledged

having heen no longer applicable to that object after
the said annexation, but having thenceforward be-
come payable to the United States; and u the
condition also that the said State of Texas aml, by
some solemn and authentic act of her Legislature, or
of & convention, relinquish to the United States any
claim which it has to any part of New Mexico.

Sth. Resolved, That itis inexpedient to abolish sla-
very in the District of Columbia, whilst that institu-
tion continues to exist in the Siate of Maryland,
without the consent of that State, without the con-
sent of the people of the District, and without just
compensation to the owners of slaves within the Dis-
trict.

6th. But resolved. That it is expedient to prohibit
within the District the sluve trade, in slaves brought
into it from States or places beyond the limits of the
District, either to be sold therein as merchandise, or
to be transported to other markets without the Dis-
triet of Columbia.

Tth. Resolved, That more effectual provision onght

the Constitution, for the restitution and delivery of
persons dound to service or labor in any State, who
may escape into any other State or Territory in the
Union.

And 8th. Resolved, That Congress has rno power to
prohibit or obstruct the trade in slaves between the
slaveholding States ; but that the »dmission or exclu-
sion of slaves brought from one into another of the,
depends exclusively upon tlieir own particular Tyys,

Mr. Clay commented on these resolutions, remark-
ing, in regard to ‘he first, that the action of Califor-
nig, in framing a constitution, was somewhat oat of
order, Lut so had heen that of Michigan, which,
in a similar manner, had formed herself a consti-
tution, and knocked at the doors of Congress for ad-
mission as a State, without any previous act of
Congress authorizing such course. Michigan was
admitted, and he thought California should be ad-
mitted also.

In regard to the second, Mr. Clay said that it pro-
posed a declaration of two truths, one of law, the oth-

er of fact, In his opinien tha existing law of the
territories acquilred rom Mexico was opposed to sla-

very, and, so far as he could judge, the actual facts
of the case were unfavorable to its introduction. He
did not believe that it would be intreduced into one
foot of the new territory. He thought it the sacred
duty of Congress to provide governments for the ter-
ritories, without any proviso for the exclusion or ad-
mission of slavery.

The third and fourth resolutions have reference to
the territory and public debt of the State of Texas.
The boundaries proposed for Texas are such as to re-
linquish to the United States all the territory which
that State claims in New Mexico, and the United
States is to assume the payment of all that debt for
which Texas, while an independent nation, pledged
the duty upon imports. Mr. Clay does not think
that Texas has any right to any of the lands in New
Mexico, but she has a claim, and for the extinguish-
ment of this claim he is willing to make the proposal
in regard to the debt; besides, since by annexation
the fund pledged for the payment of this debt became
the property of the United States, he thought it but
fair that this debt should be paid by her.

Mr. Clay classes the fifth and sixth resolutions to-
gether. In regard to the fifth, he says that it asserts
substantially the same principles which was asserted
by three-fourths of the Senate, in a resolution passed
in 1838, which affirmed that Congress should not
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia while it
existed in Maryland and Virginia, and not then with-
out the consent of the people of the District, nor
without due compensation being made to the own-
ers. The sixth resolution Mr. Clay said related to
a matter which had grown tobe a nuisance. It was
not intended to interfere with the bona fide transfer
of slaves between the inhabitants of the District a-
mong themselves, or with the people of the adjoining
States, but to prevent Washington from being made
a mart by regular slave traders, which he knew was
unpleasant both to Northern and Southern Senators.

The seventh resclution he considered too evident
to require any remarks. It was the subject of a bill
under consideration.

The eighth resolution contemplated no action ; it
was merely the expression of a truth established by
the highest judicial authority in this country.

In conclusion, Mr. Clay made an appeal in favor
of his measure of compromise. He said it had cost
him long and anxious reflection, and he hoped Sena-
tora would not hastily reject it. He proposed that
the discussion of the resolutions be fixed for thatday
week.

Mr. Rusk coniroverted that portion of Mr. C’s
resolutions and speech relating to Texas. He regret-
ted that the Senator, in his desire for compromise,
should find it necessary to encroach upon the certain
rights of Texas.

M:. Foote briefly reviewed the resolutions. He
was opposed to the use of the word ezpedient in re-
gard to the abolition of slavery in the Distriet—it
should be unjust or fraudulent. He dissented from
the opinion in regard to the Mexican law excluding
elavery. He thought Congress had no right to anti-
cipate futurity, by a declaration 2s to whether sla-
very would or would not go into the territories. The
future should decide that. He was opposed to the as-
sumption of State debts. Let the United States buy
terriwory from Texas and pay her for it, but have
nothing to do with the assumption of State debts.—
He could see no great objection to abolishing the
trade in slaves within the District, so that the doing
of it involved no insult ; nor was he opposed to the
admission of California with its Southern boundary

at 36 30, pravided & new slave State could be formed
out of Texas to halance it. e
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o “Tuzspay, January 29; 1850. | time. "_He' ight the: groun: - in the
SENATE. ' resolution in regard to the Dis ly strong.

son, Davis and Foote, in regard to the resolutions of
1838. Mr. Daviz eonsidered Mr. C.’s proposed com-
promise as no compromise at all, because it requires
everything from the South, and gives nothing in ex-
change. He thought the expression that slavery
would never go into any of the new territories alto-
gether gratuitous and unfounded. The business of
mining and the climate of California was precisely
that business and climate which the African race
could endure with impunity, while the white popula-
tion sinks under them. He thought California would
yet adopt slavery.

Mr. Clay rejoined. He did not think the abolition
of slavery in the District unconstitutional. It would
be wrong, he thought, but not unconstitutional. He
would not, if he could, extend slavery—the territo-
ries might adopt it, and he would not oppose them ;
but he would do nothing that would tend to promote
this object. He thought that it would be better for
the South to leave the matter open, than to intro-
duce the Missouri compromise.

Mr. Davis was surprised that the Senator should
speak against a compromise which was his own work.
Besides, he must differ altogether from the doctrine
that slavery was excluded by the Mexican laws of
the territories. Why, the admission of this doctrine
would be the Wilmot Proviso under another form.

Mr. King, of Alabama, regretted that this discus-
sion had sprung up. He believed that the Senator
from Kentueky had introduced his resolutions with
the best motives. With some of them he agreed ;
with others he did not. He said +het +ho Eouth was
oontending for a great principle—Constitutional
equality ; and ghe could not sanction any resolutions
that would seem to compromise it. She wanted no
law to carry slavery into the territories, and she
would submit to none keeping it out. He was in-
clined to give the resolutions a careful and attentive
consideration. Some discussion arose between Mes-
srs. Clay and-Rusk, in regard to the Texan territory.
Mr. Downs expressed his dissent for the resolutions,
and begged to have his protest recorded with them.
Mr. Berrien and Mr. Butler also briefly stated, that
without important modifications, the resolutions
could not meet their support. As they stood, all the
concession wns demanded from the South.

M:. Cass wished to correct a mistake in regard to
Michigan. Michigan was the setond State that was
admitted without a special law of Congress, authori-
zing her to form a State Constitution.

The resolutions were made the order of the day
for Tuesday next.

After some unimportant business, the Senate ad-
Journed.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The House was chiefly oceupied in the discussion
of the guestion of Mileage. This matter is uniform-
ly brought up every session, and as uniformly laid
over without any action, as it was in this instance—
the House, after a long discussion, passing over it
informally, and taking up the joint resolution from
the Senate in regard to the manuseript of Washing-
ton’s Farewell Address, which was passed, with an
amendment limiting the price to be paid to $1,000.
After some other business of no interest to our read-
ers, the Honse adjourned.

Webpxespay, January 30.
SENATE.

After the disposal of the morning business, such
as the reception of petitions, reports, &c., Mr. Hous-
ton introduced a preamble and resolution, having for
their object the extension of the Missouri compromise

line to the Pacific. He also introduced a resolution
Ior granting to every family now in the United States,

or arriving before the 4th of March next, and not al-
ready land-holders or possessed of property to the
amount of $1500, 160 acres of land, to which, after
a residence thereon of three years, and the erection
of buildings and clearing ten acres, they shall re-
eeive a valid title, free of all expense. Mr. Houston
made some remarks in favor of his resolution.

Mr. Mangum said that as the tenure of negro pro-
perty seemed to be considered rather precarious, he
did not know but that he would throw in a negro
apiece.

Mr. Seward brought up his resolution for giving a
portion of the public lands to the Hungarian and all
other political refugees who may arrive upon our
shores. He said it was not intended as an amend-
ment to a resolution in regard to the public lands,
introduced some days since by Mr. Webster, but was
intended as a separate measure.

Mr. Douglas did not like the feature of Mr. Sew-
ard's resolution, which gave a preference to foreign-
ers over our own citizens. He himself had already
introduced a bill upon this subject, which was before
the Committee on Public Lands. He hoped that the
discussion of Mr. Webster's and Mr. Seward’s resolu-
tions might be continued, so that the Committee
might learn the sentiments of the Senate.

Mr. Badger thought the lands were pledged for the
debt incurred in their acquisition, and he was oppo-
sed to giving them away.

The discussion was continued by Mr. Badger and
Mr. Dawson against the policy of making grants of
the public lands, and by Mr. Douglas and Mr. Sew-
ard in favor of their respective propositions. At one
time, Seward burst out into Abolitionism and other
isms, and, strange to say, he escaped a setting down
from Foote.

Mr. Walker claimed priority in having bro't this
matter before the Senate, having, at the commence-
ment of the session, introduced a hill for the cession
of the public lands to the States wherein they lie,
and for their distribution by the States to actnal set-
tlers. The bill had been referred to the Committee
on Public Lands.

Mr. Houston's resolution was laid on the table for
the present.

A resolution was introduced for the purchase of
— copies of Professor Johnson’s late work on coal
and the coal trade. Referred.

The Senate passed a resolution to bind all public
documents over three hundred pages, at a cost not
exceeding 12} cents per copy.”

After some time spent in Executive business, the
Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The House resumed the discussion of the mileage
question, but after a considerable time spent in de-
bate, the question was again laid on the table, and,
upon motion of Mr. Bayly, the House went into Com-
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union, and
took up the joint resolution from the Senate limiting
the expense of collecting the revenue from customs
for the present fiscal year.

Mr. Bayly having obtained the floor, addressed the
Committes at considerable length upon the subject
before it. He said that, by the law of March 3, 1849,
the expenses for collecting the revenue for the pres-
ent fiscal year, commencing, according to his under-
standing, on the 1st of last July, were limited to $1,-
560,000. Aeting under the advice of the Attorney
General, the Secretary of the Treasury had under-
stood it to commence with the 1st of January, 1850.
But abov: that he would say no more. He would,
however, remark, that during the ten monthe previ-
ous tc that time, the Secretary of the Treasury, in-

stead of endeavoring gradually to bring the expendi-

first six months of the present fiscal yoar, expended
$1,291,897 21, although aware that the law allowed

Secretary of the Treasury, instead of increasing his
expenditures in the first half of the year, should have
distributed his reductions throughout the whole time,
and thus avoided a jar when the change did come.
He had no right to act with total disregard of an ex-
isting law, upon the supposition of being able to
force Congress into a precipitate retreat. Anattempt
was made to raise an outery against Congress, where-
as the Secretary alone is blameable.

In this condition of affairs, the Secretary of the
Treasury asked the interposition of Congress. Con-
gress, for some time after its meeting, could do no
business for want of an organization. The Senate
being first organized, took up the subject; and passed
a joint resolution to give the Secretary the same
amount which had been expended for a similar pur-
pose during the fiscal year 1848. The revenue col-
lected during the year ending June 30th, 1848, was
$33,034,276; the estimates for the present year,
$31,500,000. It was believed that what was suffi-
cient for the first would certainly be sufficient for
the second, but instead of that the Secretary had re-
presented to the Committee. of which he was Chair-
man, (Ways and Means.) that this would give no
relief—that the existing law gave him, according to
his understanding, $780,000, and the resolution gave
bim $840,739 52—difference $60,739 58. It was
contended that the sudden reduction which this res-
olution would make necessary would be highly inju-
rious to the public service ; and it was proposed that

we should appropriate, for the last half of the pres-
ent fiscal year, one-half of what was expended in the

year 1848. This was agreed to; and it is the amend-
ment now before you.

In yielding this, it was believed that too much was
granted. It was believed that in the expenditures
for the first half of the year, the Secrctary had ex-
ceeded both the law and the necessity of the case,
but in case of any sudden dcrangement, it would be
the country and not the Secretary which would suf-
fer, consequent]y such a state of affairs was to be
avoided.

Mr. Bayly said the expenses of the revenue depart-

: inent were altogether too large ; the per centage for

collection was higher than that paid by any govern-
ment in the world—State or national. In 1848 the
per centage was nearly six and a half per cent. The
sum demanded for 1849 by the Secretary, would be
upwards of eight per cent. The Secretary estimates
that the receipts from the customs for the year end-
ing June, 1851, will be $32.000.000 ; and he puts the
expenses of collection at $2,750,000, or at the rate of
near nine per cent.

He believed that the per centage allowed for the
collection of taxes in the States was generally five
per cent.; atleast. such was the rate in Virginia, and
he did not know that it was higher in other States.
In England, by the last return, the cost of collection
was five nineteen-twentieths per cent. Why should
it cost us more ? Simply because too high salaries
were paid to officers in the employ of the General
Government. This is the case as connected with the
customs, from the highest to the lowest. We pay
the collector of Boston $6,400 ; which is double what
any State officer of Massachusetts receives. We pay
the collector of New York the same. The Governor.
who is expected to do the hospitalities of the State,
receives $4,000. The Chief Justice, who must have
the highest professional attainments, receives but
€3,000. So in Pennsylvania, the collector £6,400;
the Chief Justice about £2,500. In Maryland, the
collector £6.400 ; the Governor $2,000; and Chief
Justice $3,000.

Mr. Bayly alluded to Mr. Meredith's circular,

which he considered a great error. It was no use to
shift an expense from the department to merchants;
it must eventually be borne by the public. In reply
to a question, he said that the law of 1849 was not
proposed or enacted from any feeling of hostility to
the present administration. It originated as early
as March, 1846, with Robert J. Walker, then Secre-
tary, at the time when the present administration
was not thought of. Mr. Walker subsequently fur-
nished a draft of & bill limiting expenses to §1,520,-
000, which was to have went into operation on the
30th June, 1847, but which was delayed and did not
pass the Senate until March 3, 1849, when, having
been amended, it was sent to the House, a Whig be-
dy, and might have been rejected by that body had
it chosen so to do.
The Committee of Ways and Means was in favor
of the warehousing system, or, at least, the Demo-
cratic portion of that Committee. Sowme blunders
had no doubt been made in organizing a new system,
but, nevertheless, the system was good.

Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, obtained the floor for a
speech upon the slavery question. Mr. Brown tock
the usual Southern ground. He spoke in favor of the
Nashville Convention, and of the principle of non-
intervention.

At the close of his remarks, the Committee rose,
reported progress, and the House adjourned.

TuuRsDAY, January 31.

SENATE.
Mr. Mason presented a bill, which he said had
been drawn up with great care by a distinguished
legal gentleman, which he proposed to introduce as
a substitute for the bill in regard to the recovery of
fugitive slaves, reported hy the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. He moved that it be laid on the table and
brinted, which was agreed to.
The bill for the division of the State of Arkansas
into two judicial districts was taken up, discussed,
and passed over informally. Various questions of
precedence of business were disposed of, and the
Senate proceeded to the consideration of Gen. Cass’s
resolution for suspending diplomatic relations with
Austria. Messrs. Hunter, Foote, and Smith, parti-
cipated in the debate. Mr. Berrien obtained the
floor, but yielded to an adjournment.
The Senate adjourned over until Monday.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The House met and soon after adjourned, out of
respect to Hon. Rudolphus Dickinson, representative
of the sixth district of Ohio, whose death, on the 20th
of March last, was announced by his colleague, Mr.
Wood, who pronounced a feeling eulogy upon the
deceased member.
Fripay, February 1.
SENATE not in session.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The House was chiefly occupied in considering a
report of the Committee on Engraving, in regard to
engraving and lithographing the maps, views, &e.,
accompanying the President's Message. The Com-
mittee reported that the work could be done for $13,-
000 ; they therefore moved that the Committee be
authorized to have it done, should it not cost more
than $18,000. The margin of $5.000 was left so as
to allow the Committee to have a discretion in the
mode of doing. The resolution was finally adopted.

The House then went into an election for Chap-
lain, and, after three ballots, Rev. Mr. Gurley, Pres-
byterian, was chosen Chaplain of the House, which
then adjourned until Monday.

Moxpay, Feb. 4th.
2 SENATE. _
The Senate was chiefly occupied in debating a bill
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Mr. Root (Free Soiler) was take:e’ up. r;;'gim;::o]bf
tion instructs the Territorial Committee to brin =
a bill for organizing governments for the territo?-i:
prohibiting slavery therein. On motion of Mr Har:
alson, of Geo., it was laid on the table without dehat
by a vote of 105 to 79. °

Mr. Giddings, (F. S.,) introduced a resolution, d.
claring it the duty of Congress in organizing goﬁm.
ments fer the new territories, to secure equal rights
to people of all colors. Laid on the table—ayes 104
nays 89. ,

Mr. Disney, of Ohio, introduced a series of resoly.
tions, declaring that the people of every separats
community have a right to frame their own domes-
tic laws, and instructing the committee on the J udi-
ciary to prepare an amendment to the Constitution,
providing that the wishes of the people of the Dis-
trict of Columbia in regard to slavery shall govern
the action of Congress in relation to its existence
within its limits. Laid on the table.

Newbern and the Central Road.

A meeting in favor of the Central Railroad, was
held at Newbern on the 23d ultimo, which was ad-
dressed by Gen. Sauxpers and other able speakers
Resolutions were passed pledging the warm suppors
of Newbern to the Central Road, and three of tfig
one hundred shares were made up. In addition to
this, a meeting was held in the evening and $50,000°
subseribed for a proposed Railroad to connect New-
bern with the Central Road. The subscription for
thls purpose has since been swelled to $75,000. A
charter for the Newbern Railroad will be asked from
the next Legislature. Newbern has waked up to her
interest.

OLp MECKLENBURG SPEAKING.—The last Hornets
Nest contains a call for & meeting at April Court, for
the purpose of adupting measures to ensure a repre-
sentation in the Southern Convention, to be held at
Nashville. The call is signed by fwo hundred and
seventy-two of the most respectable citizens of the
county, without distinction of party.

Death of a Mexican Statesman.

Late Mexican papers announce the death of Pixa
Y PExA, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and
the ad interim President of the Mexican " Republic
during the time when negotiations were pending
with the United States for the treaty of peace which
put an end to the war. Pexa v Pexa had the good
sense to perceive that to procrastinaie the struggle
would be but to annihilate the Mexiean name, and
8o he boldly determined to put an end to it by ma-
king peace, which he did, in the face of the most de-
termined and insulting opposition, and, by his patri-
otic course, preserved for Mexico a name and an ex-
istence among the nations. In the death of this gen-
tleman, Mexico has lost one of her few sincere pa-
triots and wise men.

The Unlon upen the Unlon.

The new year's address of the Washington Union
contains & good humored paragraph upon the Union,
and, if we may use the expression, the disunion,
which may serve to amuse us, if nothing eclse, amid
the sombre and serious discussions to which this sub-
jeet has given rise, and, after all, under the garb of
folly, it contains a great deal that is more than half
true :

“ Yes, gentlemen, this Union is too Yru-cious a thing
to be ripped up by any of you, or all of you put to-
gether. Do you want concessions —take them. Do
you want necessaries >—take them. Do you want to
turn the Mississippi ?—turn it. Do you want to
drain the lakes *—drain them. Do you want to bridge
the Atlantic 2—bridge it. Do you want to grum-
ble 2 grumble. Do you want to cuss - euss. Do
you want to shoot 7—shoot. Do you want to die?—
die; but don't hurt anybody else who differs with
you in opinion. Our fathers formed the Union that
they might have a spot to damn all tyrants in, and
it is & pity, if their sons can’t r7p at each other in it,
in a Pickwickian sense, without breaking up in a
row. Shout, boys, as much as it suits you, but don’t
break the crockery nor spoil the ring.”

[PUBLISHED BY REQUEST.]
Thanks Returned and Favors Reguestod.

I wish to return thanks to all who have assisted
the Society of which I am agent, and should they or
others be disposed to lend their aid, donations. if sent
to the Book Store of Mr. Pierce, Market-street, or
sent to Jas. CourT, Esq., Treasurer, Montreal, they
wiil be thankfully accepted and faithfully applied,
by the Society, which has given instruction to up
wards of 2.500 children of emigrants and others need-
ing assistance. A box for money, and a box fur
books, are at the above place.

This institution, called the ** Seaman and Stran-

gers’ Friends' Society of Canada,” is well recommen-
ded by Ministers and Christians of different denomi-
nations, both in Canada and the United States. It
is recommended by Drs. McDow L, CuyLER, Joxgs,
Barses, and others, in Philadelphia. It fugnishes
Bibles and Christian instruction to Seamen and Emi-
grants ; also gives clothing and instructions to or-
phans and poor children, as will be seen by those
who may look at the last report, that may be scen at
the places above mentioned.
Having for upwards of forty years attempted to
extend elementary knowledge and Christian instrue-
tion on both sides of the Atlantic, I have a few friend-
ly remarks to make to my Christian brethren of dif-
ferent denominations. I hope the time will soon
come when party names may be swallowed up in that
very delightful word—* Christian.” If all who are
the followers of Christ, would unite in putting down
war, intemperance, and sin of every kind, daily, with
zeal and fervent charity, imitating the Great Teach-
er, the result would be most delightful ; earth would
then exhibit the promised millennium. This ?s an
object so very important, all should lend their aid frfr
its accomplishment, and will cheerfully do so, if
their hearts are right.

The conversion of the world greatly depends on
the exertions of Seamen. When a Seaman is truly
devoted to the service of his Divine Master, l-le may
do much towards bringing others to the Snm.(mr.-w
The pious Seaman is a successful missionary, 1o ¢v¢-
ry part of the world where Providence may cast his
lot ; and, like his Divine Master and the A}postles,
he Jabors without pecuniary reward, whichisa great
recommendation, at a time when so much is said 8-
bout agents and salaries. |

I wish to recommend the excellent plan of eata"h-
lishing Sailorss Homes, where Christian worship,
morning and evening, is statedly and devoutly per-
formed. I have put up at such a house, and [ haro
visited & similar institution in London, in Boston, 1o
New York, Baltimore, Charleston, and Savannah.—
We greatly need one such in Montreal and Quebec,
with two faithful chaplains and teachers. .

That God may raise up many for the conversion ©
the world, is the prayer of T. OSGDOD: '

Agent of the S. and 8. F. &

Wilmington, Feb. 5th, 1850. y
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